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(Front Cover Photo) John Basilone, Hero
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John Basilone was born in 1916 in Buffalo, New Y ork, one of 10 children of Salvatore and Dora
Basilone. Reared and educated in Raritan, New Jersey, he gained local attention as alight-
heavyweight boxer. He enlisted in the Army when he was 18 and served in the Philippines, where
he picked up the nickname "Manila John." He was honorably discharged in 1937, but, anticipating
World War 11, he enlisted in the Marinesin July 1940.

On October 24-25, 1942, Sergeant Basilone was in charge of two sections of heavy machine guns
defending a narrow pass to Henderson Airfield on Guadal canal in the Solomon Islands. Although
vastly outnumbered, he and his fellow Marines checked the assault by the Japanese. During the first
night Sgt. John Basilone defended his central position with asmall handful of Marines. After
charging down ajungle trail, holding his machine gun by its tripod and killing six of the enemy, he
set up hisweapon on a slight ridge then repaired two other machine guns which had been disabled
by the Japanese. Rolling from gun to gun, Basilone kept up a murderous fire in the face of repeated
assaults by a determined foe. Asthe enemy worked their way around to hisrear, he would pause and
shoot behind his position with his pistol. By morning, having fired off 26,000 rounds, his guns were

For that, Sgt. Basilone was awarded the Medal of Honor and sent back to the states to appear at war-
bond rallies. He toured the country and met Hollywood starlets. His picture made the cover of Life

But Sergeant Basilone was unsatisfied back home and volunteered to return to combat, ending up at
Iwo Jima. Under heavy artillery fire on February 19, 1945, he singlehandedly took out an enemy
blockhouse. Minutes later, he and four othersin his platoon died in an artillery blast. Sergeant
Basilone was posthumously awarded the Navy Cross and Purple Heart, making him the only
enlisted Marine in World War 11 to receive them aswell as the Medal of Honor.

His body later was reburied at Arlington National Cemetery. A life-size bronze statue depicting him
in battle dress and cradling a machine gun was erected years later in Raritan, his hometown.

What are we coming to?

| noticed thisitem posted by a veteran on an internet
forum. Makesyou sick.

Last weekend someone broke my car’ s windshield,
right where | had an Iraq war veteran sticker. The
coward(s) threw arock at it. Why do some people hate
soldiers? What did we do to deserve your hate after we
return from war?

Makes me question why | signed up to defend such an
ungrateful nation.

A Crappy Joke

A drunk staggers into a Catholic Church,
enters a confessional booth, sits down, but
says nothing. The Priest coughs a few times
to get his attention, but the drunk continues
to sit there. Finally, the Priest pounds three
times on the wall.

The drunk mumbles, “Ain't no use knockin',
there's no paper on this side either.”

Try to fill in the missing numbers.

17

6 24

1 2 11
3 2 17

1 17

19 (13 |12 | 25 19

The missing numbers are
integers between 0 and 9.

The numbersin each row add
up to totalsto the right.

The numbers in each column
add up to the totals along the
bottom.

The diagonal lines also add up
the totals to the right.

Looking for thelatest in VFW
news? GotothePost 9877
website at the address below.
You'll find linksto VFW
National and VFW Virginia.

WWW.VEter anspage.com

Important Telenhone Numbers

Salem VA Hospital

1970 Roanoke Boulevard

Salem, VA 24153

Phone: (540) 982-2463 or (888) 982-2463
Fax: (540) 983-1096

VA Insurance (800) 669-8477
VA Loan Guaranty Eligibility Center (888)
244-6711

VA Bunal Beneﬁts (800) 827-1000
DEERS (800) 538-9552

Delta Dental (888) 838-8737

Virginia Veterans Care Center Adm|$|ons
Director, Patti Smith at (540) 982-2860 ext.
4052 or by email at
Patti.Smith@dvs.virginia.gov

EVERYTHING UNDER ONE ROOF! =
Patsy’s Discount Center

3106 South Amherst Highway, Monroe, Va
434-847-0503

“WE MAY BE SMALL, BUT WE SAVE You BIG”

Thrift Shop Closeouts
Located in the Old Monroe Skateland

Two cowsin afield. One cow looks at the other
cow and says "moo."

The other cow looks back and says "l was just
going to say that."
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lwo
Jma

More US Marines earned the Medal of Honor on Iwo
Jimathan in any other battlein US History. In 36 days
of fighting there were 25,851 US casualties (1 in 3 were
killed or wounded). Of these, 6,825 American boys
werekilled. Virtualy all 22,000 Japanese perished.

The Battle of lwo Jimatook place between the United
States and Japan in February and March 1945 during the
Pacific Campaign of World War I1. The U.S. invasion,
known as Operation Detachment, was charged with the
mission of capturing the airfields on lwo Jima.

The battle was marked by some of the fiercest fighting
of the campaign. The Imperial Japanese Army positions
on theisland were heavily fortified, with vast bunkers,
hidden artillery, and 18 kilometers (11 mi) of tunnels.
The battle was the first American attack on the Japanese
Home Islands and the Imperia soldiers defended their
positions tenaciously. Of the 21,000 Japanese soldiers
present at the beginning of the battle, over 20,000 were
killed and only 216 taken prisoner.

The Japanese had built 800 pillboxes and over 3 miles of
tunnels on an island that was only 8 square milesin size.

The volcanic ash made it impossible to climb through
with 100 pound packs carried by the Marines. The high
angle of the slope made return fire very difficult during
theinitia landings.

For the 70,000 Americans, Iwo Jmawas the step to the
Japanese heartland and to the end of an awful war. For
the 22,000 Japanese defenders, Iwo Jimawas the
defense of their very hearths and homes as it was part of
the Tokyo Imperia Prefecture (county). It was assaulted
by the 3rd, 4th and 5th Marine Divisions of the Fifth
Marine Amphibious Corps, which included supporting
seaand air units

New Post 9877 Website

Those of you with internet access may have
visited the Post 9877 webpage. For a number
of years | have also written and maintained a
webpage for VFW Post 4252 and Cooties Pup
Tent 76 in Florida. The internet server hosting
costs were paid for by arealtor friend of mine
and, in return, | maintained a free website for
her. However, shewill be relocating later this
year and our Post websites would have
disappeared. To fix the problem | have
purchased the new veterans domain (website
name) of VeteransPageDotCom and space on a
server where we can put our Post webpages.
It's my Xmas gift to you veterans, just awee
bit early. Anyway, the new websiteislocated
at:

Y ou will find an expansion of things previously
viewed on the Post 9877 webpage. | am
adding thingsto it nearly every day that are
tailored to inform and educate our veterans and
website visitors about ongoing VA programs,
military programs, news, links to hundreds of
other military webpages, and anything else |
can think of that may be of interest. You'll
find the Tribune located there to read,
download or print. Also, | added a page to
display the businesses that sponsor our Post
and on it | have placed their Tribune
advertisement for the world to see. Since
activation | have received emails from all over
theworld. Some simply asking wherein the
heck is Amherst, Virginia. Others sending
military veteran or military family related
guestions. And, some send their thanks to
veterans for serving America.

So, cometake alook at it. If you have any
comments, suggestions or input please email
me at cornhusker69@yahoo.com.

Come visit our new site!
The Editor

New Item to Support our Veterans

Planning to send a care package to a U.S. military
service member serving abroad? Take advantage of a
new flat-rate box from the U.S. Postal Service that is
50 percent larger and delivered for $10.95 to an
APO/FPO address -- $2 less than for domestic
destinations.

“Thisisthe first time the Postal Service has offered a
special price for our armed forces serving overseas,”
said Postmaster General John Potter.

“We're proud that family and friends will be able to
use this new larger-sized box to send much
appreciated packages from home to our dedicated
troops overseas. “

The new Priority Mail Large Flat-Rate Box (12" x 12"

x 51/2" or 800 cubic inches) will be availablein post
offices nationwide beginning March 3, but customers

can begin ordering them Feb. 20 at USPS or by calling
800-610-8734. Some of the new boxes are co-branded

with the logo of America Supports You, whichisa

Department of Defense program that connects citizens

offering support to the military and their families.

“It'sterrific that the Postal Service continuesto think
of ways to help Americans support our troops and
their families. Postage is aways a concern when
shipping care packages, and this new flat-rate box
means our home-front groups and supportive citizens
can do more with their resources,” said Allison

Barber, deputy assistant, Secretary of Defense. “We're
especially pleased that some of the boxes will bear the

America Supports Y ou logo reminding our service
members that they have our nation's support.”

The $2 discount is applied when the Priority Mail
Large Flat-Rate Boxes are shipped to an APO/FPO

destination. The two existing flat-rate boxes (11 7/8” x

33/8" x135/8" and 11" x 8 1/2" x 5 1/2"), which
currently retail for $8.95 for U.S. addresses, are not
available for the military discount. All flat-rate boxes
can be used for international shipping. The new flat-
rate boxes will be availablein post offices starting
March 3. The America Supports Y ou branded box is
available online, at select post offices near military
bases, or by calling 800-610-8734.

Volunteering to Help our Veterans

On April 8, 1946, General Omar Bradley, then
head of the Veterans Administration, established
aVoluntary Service National Advisory
Committee to assist hospital administratorsin
organizing the spontaneous volunteer movements
that developed in communities near military and
VA hospitals. A national advisory committee
was established, made up of representatives of
the American Legion and its Auxiliary;
American Red Cross; Disabled American
Veterans and its Auxiliary; United Service
Organizations Inc.; and Veterans of Foreign
Wars of the United States and its Auxiliary. The
committee recommended a plan for community
volunteer participation in activities for
hospitalized veterans, including the
establishment of advisory committees at local
hospitals. The committee has grown from six to
65 major veterans, civic and service
organizations and more than 350 local
organizations. The committee gives direction for
the recruitment, training and placement of
volunteersin medical centers. Over the past 60
years, VA volunteers have donated more than
689 million hours of service worth an estimated
$12.9 billion. In fiscal year 2007, 85,428 active
volunteers contributed a total of more than 11.6
million hours of service -- equal to 5,574 full-
time employees worth $218 million. Volunteers
and their organizations generated another $59
million last year in direct gifts and donations.
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Try to fill in the missing numbers.

/ - -4
X -
16
- X
- + 16
4 -5 -39

Use the numbers 1 through 25 to complete
the equations.

Each number is only used once.

Each row is amath equation. Each column is
amath equation.

Remember that multiplication and division
are performed before addition and
subtraction.

Dr. Sally J. Mock, D.C.

_ﬁm /= - .
\\Jf/ Chiropractor
c‘\f/‘?o

p 206 Ambriar Plaza
- PO Box 343
Office: (434) 946-0796 Amherst, VA 24521

Fax: (434 946-0736

Oh So True y
Start with a cage containing five monkeys.
Inside the cage, hang a banana on a string and
place a set of stairs under it. Before long, a
monkey will go to the stairs and start to climb
towards the banana. As soon as he touches the
stairs, spray al of the other monkeys with cold
water. After awhile, another monkey makes an
attempt with the same result -- all the other
monkeys are sprayed with cold water. Pretty
soon, when another monkey tries to climb the
stairs, the other monkeys will try to prevent it.

Now, put away the cold water. Remove one
monkey from the cage and replace it with a new
one. The new monkey sees the banana and
wants to climb the stairs. To his surprise and
horror, all of the other monkeys attack him.
After another attempt and attack, he knows that
if hetriesto climb the stairs, he will be
assaulted. Next, remove another of the origina
five monkeys and replace it with anew one.
The newcomer goesto the stairsand is
attacked. The previous newcomer takes part in
the punishment with enthusiasm! Likewise,
replace athird original monkey with a new one,
then afourth, then the fifth.

Every time the newest monkey takesto the
stairs, heis attacked. Most of the monkeys that
are beating him have no idea why they were not
permitted to climb the stairs or why they are
participating in the beating of the newest
monkey.

After replacing all the original monkeys, none
of the remaining monkeys have ever been
sprayed with cold water. Nevertheless, no
monkey ever again approaches the stairsto try
for the banana. Why not? Because as far as they
know that's the way it's always been done
around here.

And that, my friends, is how our government, at
al levels, is now operating. It's aways been
donethat way. Raising taxes or creating new
taxes for their benefit. Monkeys doing their
thing.

Buddy Po el

y Foppy v
Among al the flowers that evoke the memories and emations of war is the red poppy, which became
associated with war after the publication of a poem written by Col. John McCrae of Canada. The
poem, "In Flander's Field," describes blowing red fields among the battleground of the fallen.

For more than 75 years, the VFW's Buddy Poppy program has raised millions of dollarsin support of
veterans welfare and the well being of their dependents.

The VFW conducted itsfirst poppy distribution before Memorial Day in 1922, becoming the first
veterans organization to organize a nationwide distribution. The poppy soon was adopted as the
official memorial flower of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States.

It was during the 1923 encampment that the VFW decided that VFW Buddy Poppies be assembled by
disabled and needy veterans who would be paid for their work to provide them with some form of
financial assistance. The plan was formally adopted during the VFW's 1923 encampment. The next
year, disabled veterans at the Buddy Poppy factory in Pittsburgh assembled VFW Buddy Poppies. The
designation "Buddy Poppy" was adopted at that time.

In February 1924, the VFW registered the name "Buddy Poppy" with the U.S. Patent Office. A
certificate was issued on May 20, 1924, granting the VFW all trademark rights in the name of Buddy
under the classification of artificial flowers. The VFW has made that trademark a guarantee that all
poppies bearing that name and the VFW label are genuine products of the work of disabled and needy
veterans. No other organization, firm or individual can legally use the name "Buddy" Poppy.

Today, VFW Buddy Poppies are still assembled by disabled and needy veteransin VA Hospitals.

The minimal assessment (cost of Buddy Poppies) to VFW units provides compensation to the veterans
who assembl e the poppies, provides financial assistance in maintaining state and national veterans
rehabilitation and service programs and partially supports the VFW National Home for orphans and
widows of our nation's veterans.

(Don't forget our Post Poppy programis May 24™. We need your support).

There are two rules of war.
Rule number one is that
young men die.

HILL HARDWARE

C ORPORATI1I ON

Rule number two is that
doctors can't change rule
number one.

P.O. Box 20
183 South Main Street
Amherst, VA 24521

434-946-7711




Word Search Puzzle - Memorial Day
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Y our Post 9877 webpage has links
to many local websites such asthe
Town of Amherst and Amherst
County webpages. Simply go to
the following address and ook for
the links.

Find These Words

AIRMAN
AIRPLANE
BATTLE
BAYONET
BUGLE
CARRIER
CEMETERY
COUNTRY
CROSS
DEATH
FAMILY
FIGHTER
FLAG
HERO
HONOR
MARINE
MEMORIAL
MEMORIES
RIFLE
SAILOR
SALUTE
SOLDIER
TAPS
WAR
WOUNDED

N

2)

The Journey §
“Old Glory's Journey of
Remembrance” is anationwide flag
raising effort that began on National
Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day,
Dec. 7, 2007, and will culminate at

the U.S. Capitol on Memorial Day,
May 26, 2008.

During the six-month period, an
American flag flown over the USS
ArizonaMemorial in Pearl Harbor,
Hawaii, on Dec. 7, 2007, during the
Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day
ceremony there, isvisiting 25
national cemeteries and historic
battlefields before completing its
journey during the National
Moment of Remembrance
ceremony in Washington, DC.

The Journey of Remembranceis
organized by the White House
Commission on Remembrance,
which has partnered with the USS
Arizona Pearl Harbor

Memorial Museum to honor the
service and sacrifices of America's
fallen heroes and the families they
[eft behind.

In addition to 10 VA national and
state veterans cemeteries, the flag
will be flown at historic sites such
as Independence Hall in
Philadelphia, Appomattox Court
Housein Virginia, the Gettysburg
battlefield in Pennsylvania and Fort
McHenry in Batimore, Maryland.
Members of the Pearl Harbor
Survivors Association, elected
officials, military service
representatives, veterans and their
families, veterans cemetery
representatives and other patriotic
organizations are participating in the
flag-raising ceremonies.

VFW Backs Udall's Bataan Gold M edal Bill

The Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States (VFW), an
organization 2.3 million members strong, has endorsed legislation
authored by U.S. Representative Tom Udall, D-N.M., to bestow
Bataan Death March veterans with the Congressional Gold Medal.

“The coal escing support around this long-overdue tribute to the
veterans who endured unimaginable hardshipsin Bataan is very
heartening,” said Udall. “1 hope the VFW'’ s endorsement of my
legidlation to finally honor these soldiers will trand ate into more
Congressional support for the measure.”

In aletter to Udall, Michael H. Wysong, Director of National Security
and Foreign Affairsfor the VFW, said, “... The United Statesis
forever indebted to these brave men for their courage and
perseverance in the face of extraordinary circumstances while
maintaining dignity, honor, patriotism and loyalty. This resolution
will go along way in recognizing the special sacrifices made by these
courageous men and will serve as a solemn reminder of the cost, in
human terms, made by our military to preserve our freedom and
liberty.”

On April 9, 1942, 12,500 American soldiers, suffering from alack of
supplies, malnutrition, malaria and starvation, fought bravely to
provide US commanders with the breathing room needed to prepare
for the full Pacific war. With no resources left to continue, and no
reinforcements able to arrive, the troops were surrendered to the
Japanese forces in the Philippines.

Immediately following their capture, the troops were forced to endure
atorturous 65-mile, five-day march in tropical heat without food or
water. Thousands perished along the way, and those who survived
were held as prisoners of war in squalid encampments for almost three
years.

In captivity, the soldiers were made to do hard manual labor, were
given inadequate medical treatment and nutritiona rations, and were
often threatened and beaten. Those who survived suffered for the rest
of their lives with physical and mental reminders of what they had
endured. Of the approximately 900 soldiers who returned home to
New Mexico, nearly athird died within ayear after leaving captivity,
most often due to complications from health issues directly attributed
to their time in the POW camps.

Under Udall’ s bill, a collective medal would be awarded to the
American soldiers who served at Bataan during World War 11. It
would be housed at the Smithsonian Institution in Washington and
upon regquest made available for ceremonies and events
commemorating the march.
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Vietnam Troop Levels Background of Selective Service

Source: Congressional Quarterlies (Source: Sdlective Service System - June 25,

2001 revision)
1960 900
1961 3,200 For more than 50 years, Selective Service and the
1962 11,300 registration requirement for America's young
1963 16,300 men have served as a backup system to provide
1964 23,300 manpower to the U.S. Armed Forces.
1965 184,300
1966 385,300 President Franklin Roosevelt signed the Selective
1967 485,600 Training and Service Act of 1940 which created
1968 536,100 the country's first peacetime draft and formally
1969 475,200 established the Selective Service System asan
1970 334,600 independent Federal agency.
1971 156,800
1972 24,200 From 1948 until 1973, during both peacetime and

periods of conflict, men were drafted to fill

By 1972, an estimated 70,000 draft evaders vacancies in the armed forces which could not be
and deserters were living in Canada. filled through voluntary means. In 1973, the
draft ended and the U.S. converted to an All-
Volunteer military. The registration requirement
was suspended in April 1975. It was resumed
again in 1980 by President Carter in response to
the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. Registration
continues today as a hedge against
underestimating the number of servicemen
needed in afuture crisis. The obligation of aman
to register isimposed by the Military Selective
Service Act. The Act establishes and governs the
operations of the Selective Service System.

1 WANT YOU

Guadalcanal Story

The Guadalcanal campaign, also known as the Battle of Guadalcanal, was fought between August 7, 1942, and
February 7, 1943, in the Pacific theatre of World War 11. This campaign, fought on the ground, at sea, and in
theair, pitted Allied forces against Imperial Japanese forces, and was a decisive, strategically significant
campaign of World War 1. The fighting took place on and around the island of Guadalcana in the southern
Solomon Islands and was the first major offensive launched by Allied forces against the Empire of Japan.

On August 7, 1942, Allied forces, predominantly composed of troops from the United States (U.S.), initiated
landings on the islands of Guadalcanal, Tulagi, and Floridain the southern Solomons with the objective of
denying their use by Japanese forces as bases to threaten supply routes between the U.S., Australia, and New
Zedland. The Allies aso intended to use Guadalcanal and Tulagi as bases to support a campaign to eventually
isolate the major Japanese base at Rabaul on New Britain. Theinitial Allied landings overwhelmed the
outnumbered Japanese defenders, who had occupied the islands in May 1942, and captured Tulagi and Florida
aswell asan airfield (later named Henderson Field) that was under construction by the Japanese on
Guadalcanal. Surprised by the Allied offensive, the Japanese made several attempts between August and
November 1942 to retake Henderson Field on Guadal canal. These attempts resulted in three major land battles,
five large naval battles, and continuous, almost daily, aircraft battles, culminating in the decisive Naval Battle
of Guadalcanal in early November 1942, in which the last Japanese attempt to land enough troops to capture
Henderson Field was defeated. In December 1942, the Japanese abandoned further efforts to retake
Guadalcanal and successfully evacuated their remaining forces from the island by February 7, 1943, leaving
theisland in Allied hands.

The Guadalcanal campaign marked the first significant strategic combined arms victory by Allied forces over
Japanese forces in the Pacific theatre. For this reason, the Guadal canal campaign is often referred to as a
"turning point" in the war. The campaign marked the beginning of the transition by Allied forces from
defensive operations to the strategic offensive while the forces of Japan were thereafter forced to cease
strategic offensive operations and instead concentrate on strategic defense, culminating in the ultimate defeat
of Japan and the end of World War I1.

Induction Statistics

Number of men who entered military service through the Selective Service System during major
U.S. 20th century conflicts

Conflict Inductions
WORLD WAR ONE 1917 — 1918 2,666,867
WORLD WAR TWO 1940 — 1946 (includes draftees before Pearl Harbor) 10,110,114
KOREA June 1950 - June 1953 1,529,537
VIETNAM Aug 1964 - Feb 1973 1,766,910

Congratulations AreIn Order!

While attending the March 11" American Legion Post 100/274 meeting in Madison Heights
(the two Posts recently merged) | observed that three of their members were being
recognized for 60 years of service and membership. That’sright, 60 years! They were:

James A. Foster
Elmer H. Loving Jr.
CharlesH. Morris

Mr. Loving is also a member of Post 9877 and especially to him | offer Post 9877’ s
heartiest congratul ations for this long service with the American Legion. Of course, he has
been a member of the VFW for along time too and we also appreciate his support and
service.

Congratulations Elmer!




Military Funeral Traditions

The modern version of the military’s bugle call for the dead
originated in July 1862, during the Civil War. Though a number
of stories exist for how Taps came to be, the version accepted by
most historiansis that Union Brig. Gen. Daniel Butterfield, who
didn’t like the colorless “extinguish lights’ call thenin use,
whistled a new tune for the company’s bugler.

There are no official words to the music, but these are among the

most popular:
Day is done, gone the sun : /@_
From the hills, from the lake, “’" '

From the sky,
All iswell, safely rest,
God is nigh.

Folded flag W

The custom of draping the casket with the national flag began
during the Napoleonic Wars (1796-1815). Soldiers covered the
dead with flags before carrying them from the field of battle on
caissons. U.S. flags are placed on the casket so the union field is
at the head and over the left shoulder. The flag isnot placed in
the grave and is not allowed to touch the ground. During a
military burial, the honor guard formally folds the flag into a
triangle, then amilitary representative presentsit to the next of
kin. If no next of kinis present, a close friend or associate may
receiveit.

Thetradition of firing threerifle volleys over the grave is
different from a21-gun salute. Theriflevolley originated in the
old custom of halting the fighting to remove the dead from the
battlefield. Once each Army had cleared its dead, it fired three
volleysto indicate the dead had been cared for and they were
ready to go back to the fight. Therifle volley firing party
consists of seven riflemen, but that does not constitute a 21-gun
salute. The 21-gun salute is the highest honor a nation renders
and isfired in honor of anational flag, the sovereign or chief of
state of aforeign nation.

In the Army and other branches of the U.S. military, most units
prepare a visible reminder of the deceased soldier with a display
of apair of combat boots and an inverted rifle with the soldier’s
helmet and dog tags hanging on it. Army lore indicates the
helmet and identification tags signify the fallen soldier. The
inverted rifle with bayonet signals atime for prayer and a break
in the action to pay tribute to the dead. The combat boots
represent the final march of the last battle.

One change that has occurred in recent
yearsis the type of bugle used to play
Taps. Because there have been fewer
buglers available, compounded by the
increased number of passing veterans, an
electronic bugleis being used at many
funerals. It isa standard bugle with an
insert containing a circuit board/chip with
the Taps music imbedded in it. It costs
about $500 to purchase one. At the point
in the funeral when Tapsisto be played,
the Honor Guard member raises the bugle,
presses a button on the insert and a few
seconds later Taps beginsto play asthe
Honor Guard member mimics actions of it
being played. | know it seems disrespectful
in some ways but having done hundreds
and hundreds of services | can guarantee
you it remains solemn. In many instances,
funeral attendees do not even realize the
Honor Guard member is not really playing
Taps. I've had on many occasions a family
member or friend come up to me and
complement us on how well we played
Taps. Of course an actual bugler would be
nicer, but it is difficult to find one.

The Editor

Short Timer Letter

A standard Short Timer Letter was sent back to "the world" when a Vietnam veteran
was getting close to going home. A copy of the complete letter (from 1971) isincluded
below:

Dear Civilians, friends, draft dodgers, etc.

In the very near future, the undersigned will once more be in your midst, dehydrated and demoralized, to take
his place again as a human being with the well known forms of freedom and justice for all; engagein life,
liberty and the somewhat delayed pursuit of happiness. In making your joyous preparations to welcome him
back into organized society you might take certain steps to make allowances for the past twelve months. In
other words, he might be alittle Asiastic from Vietnamesitis and overseatisitis, and should be handled with
care. Don't be darmed if heisinfected with al forms of rare tropical diseases. A littletimein the "Land of
the Big PX" will cure this malady.

Therefore, show no alarm if he insists on carrying a weapon to the dinner table, looks around for his steel pot
when offered a chair, or wakes you up in the middle of the night for guard duty. Keep cool when he pours
gravy on his dessert at dinner or mixes peaches with his Seagram's VO. Pretend not to notice if he acts dazed,
eats with hisfingersinstead of silverware and prefers C-rations to steak. Take it with a smile when heinsists
on digging up the garden to fill sandbags for the bunker he is building. Be tolerant when he takes his blanket
and sheet off the bed and puts them on the floor to sleep on.

Abstain from saying anything about powdered eggs, dehydrated potatoes, fried rice, fresh milk or ice cream.
Do not be aarmed if he should jump up from the dinner table and rush to the garbage can to wash his dish
with atoilet brush. After al, this has been his standard. Also, if it should start raining, pay no attention to him
if he pulls off his clothes, grabs a bar of soap and atowel and runs outdoors for a shower.

When in his daily conversation he utters such things as: "Xin loi" and "Choi oi" just be patient, and simply
leave quickly and calmly if by some chance he utters "di di" with an irritated look on his face because it means
no lessthan "Get theh____ out of here." Do not let it shake you up if he picks up the phone and yells " Skyking
forward, sir" or says "Roger out” for good-bye or simply shouts "Working."

Never ask why the Jones' son held a higher rank than he did, and by no means mention the word "Extend."
Pretend not to noticeif at arestaurant he calls the waitress "numbah one girl" and uses his hat as an ashtray.
He will probably keep listening for "Homeward Bound" to sound off over AFRS. If he does, comfort him, for
heis still reminiscing. Be especially watchful when he isin the presence of women ----- especially abeautiful
woman.

Above al, keep in mind that beneath that tanned and rugged exterior there is a heart of gold (the only thing of
value he hasleft). Treat him with kindness, tolerance, and an occasiona fifth of good liquor and you will be
able to rehabilitate that which was once (and now a hollow shell) the happy-go-lucky guy you once knew and
loved.

Last, but not least, send no more mail to the APO, fill the ice box with beer, get the civvies out of the
mothballs, fill the car with gas, and get the women and children off the streets -----




"The Final I nspection”

The Marine stood and faced God, which must always come to pass.
He hoped his shoes were shining, just as brightly as his brass.
"Step forward now, Marine, how shall | deal with you?

Have you always turned the other cheek? To My Church have you been true?'

The soldier squared his shoulders and said, "No, Lord, | guess| ain't.
Because those of uswho carry guns, can't always be a saint.
I've had to work most Sundays, and at times my talk was tough.
And sometimes I've been violent, because the world is awfully rough.

But, | never took a penny, that wasn't mine to keep...
Though | worked alot of overtime, when the bills got just too steep.
And | never passed a cry for help, though at times | shook with fear.

And sometimes, God, forgive me, I've wept unmanly tears.

I know | don't deserve a place, among the people here.
They never wanted me around, except to calm their fears.
If you've aplace for me here, Lord, it needn't be so grand.
| never expected or had too much, but if you don't, I'll understand.

There was a silence al around the throne, where the saints had often trod.
Asthe Marine waited quietly, for the judgment of his God.
"Step forward now, you Marine, you've borne your burdens well.
Walk peacefully on Heaven's streets, you've done your timein Hell."

~Author Unknown~

Find the Criminals
Around You :

While working on the
Tribune tonight | came
across aneat website and |
wanted to passit along to
you. Itiscalled Family
Watchdog and is found at

If yougotoitandtypein
the appropriate place an
address, state and zip it
will show the people living
in the area convicted of
crimes such as sexual
assault and crimes against
nature. Photo, crimina
charges and everything.
Wow.

Try putting in your
address, or another one
somewhere else. Pretty
cool website and you might
find a bad guy near you.

Left to right) Cpl. Will
Jonsson, Pfc. Fred Koons and
Pfc. Jose Vaentin, al of
Company A, 3rd Battalion,
7th Infantry Regiment, 4th
Brigade Combat Team, 3rd
Infantry Division, watch as
an OH-58D Kiowa helicopter
swoops low over their
position in Babahani, 20
miles south of Baghdad, on
March 10. Koonsisafire
support technician, providing
aliaison between his
commander and the
helicopter pilotsviatheradio
he carries. (U.S. Army
photo/Sgt. Ben Brody)

Disability Evaluation System Finalized

The U.S. Army and the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) have
signed a mutual support agreement. As part of the agreement the Army
will provide nurse case managers, legal assistance, physical evaluation
board liaison officers, primary care managers and other service specific
support to wounded, ill and injured servicemembers throughout the
Disability Evaluation System process. VA service representatives will
provide information and advice on how medical evidence isused in the
evaluation of disabilities. VA service representatives will assist and
advise servicemembers as they prepare documentation for VA benefit
claims. Soldiers may aso call the Wounded Soldier and Family Hotline
at 1-800-984-8523 (overseas DSN 312-328-0002). If the VA does not
have permanent staff available at a specific installation, Soldiers will be
instructed on how to contact VA service representatives via phone or e-
mail.

Silver Star Banner Endor sed

More than 60 years after the custom was last observed, five states have
endorsed the Silver Star banner as their official symbol for honoring
war-wounded veterans.

The practice began in 1918, and the Silver Star banner was granted
semi-official status by the Army adjutant general. Sometime between
the end of World War | and the beginning of World War 11 the practice
was lost. Silver Star Families of America has been working to get the
banner granted official status since 2005.

To date, five states -- Alabama, Connecticut, Delaware, Indiana and
Missouri -- have done so.

—— —

Sgt. Amaury Latingua and Sgt. 1st
Class John Guy carefully close the
door to a popcorn cart after
discovering four anti-armor
improvised explosive devices
hidden inside. Both Soldiers are
assigned to Heavy Company, 3rd
Squadron, 3rd Armored Cavalry
Regiment, al-Rissala
neighborhood market, Mosul,

Irag.

Photographer: Capt. Richard

Y barra 115th Mobile Public
Affairs Detachment

OUR THOUGHTS ARE WITH THE BRAVE
MEN AND WOMEN SERVING OUR COUNTRY.

Gary M Taylor
Financial Advisor

210 Ambriar Plaza
Amherst, VA 24521
434-946-7778

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Dear Me

Bob pulled into an Amherst
gas station with a 12-point
buck strapped to the roof of his
truck. While he wasfilling up,
afellow hunter walked up to
him and asked him how he got
the deer.

"What do mean”, said Bob.

“Well, tell me the location and
what ya got’ em with”.

Bob thought for amoment and
said... “Route 60 with an F-
150.”



http://www.familywatchdog.us

New Air Force Slogan r
Asthe Air Forcerolled out its new official slogan,
"Above All," airmen around the world expressed mixed
reactions.

Air Force leaders are hoping their fourth motto in
seven years will strike the same chord as the popul ar
"Aim High" campaign, which lasted from 1984 to
2000. In fact, many Americans till think that slogan
represents the Air Force.

The latest motto replaces "Do Something Amazing,”
which debuted in September 2006, but never realy
caught on, according to Air Force officials.

"Above All" is an improvement, because it " sounds
likeit is specific to the Air Force unlike ‘ Do Something
Amazing' was," said Senior Airman Seth Eastman,
assigned to Pacific Air Force's Detachment 2 Air Postal
Squadron in Y okota Air Base, Japan.

The old motto "could be for any service," he said.

At Misawa Air Base, Japan, Senior Airman Jonathan
Castelberry, 22, an avionics maintainer, agreed the
motto was good for "distinguishing us between the
other military branches.”

But some said they liked the "Amazing" slogan, and
said they think the constant changes are confusing.

"The old one didn't need to change," said Staff Sgt.
Andre Klemme, 28, of Webster, Texas, assigned to the
5th Reconnaissance Squadron at Osan Air Base, South
Korea. "There was nothing wrong with it at all.”

There was aso a concern that "* Above All' kind of
gives the impression that we think we're better than
everybody else, including other services," said Airman
1<t Class Jeffrey Douglas, 21, of Jacksonville, Fla.,
who is assigned to the 51st Aircraft Maintenance
Squadron at Osan.

Saluteto our
Troops Auto Show

Poplar Grove Golf Club on London
Lanein Amherst will be conducting an
auto show and donate all proceedsto
“Homes For Our Troops’. A program
designed to build homes for wounded
soldiers.

The show will be on Saturday, June
14th (Flag Day) from 10am — 5pm.
You areinvited for aday of fun, food
and to see spectacular cars from ages
past.

If you have an auto you wish to display,
the registration cost is $20 for the first
vehicle and $15 for each additional one.
Admission to the show is $5 for an
adult and children under 12 get in free.
Also, if you have amilitary 1.D.
(including military retirees) your entry
isfree.

For event information and registration
contact Joe Bondurant at (434) 946-
93666, or by email
jbondurant@countyofamherst.com

Homes for Our Troopsis a non-
partisan, non-profit 501 (c)(3)
organization that provides specially
adapted homes for severely injured
service members. Through agrowing
network of monetary contributions,
donations from building contractors,
suppliers, corporate supporters and
local volunteers, they are able to
provide assistance at no cost to the
veteransin need.

sowjyecH L
30 Yard Indoor Range

STEVE'S ARCHERY

~EP I AMONES

Muzzleloading * Hunting Supplies
Cross Bows « Camo Clothing
Full Archery Pro Shop
3106 South Amherst Hwy.
Monroe, VA 24574
(Old Monroe Skateland)

Steve Staton
Shop 434-847-0503
Cell 434-238-4488

Enrollment in the VA Health System

For most veterans, entry into the VA health care system
begins by applying for enrollment. To apply, complete VA
Form 10-10EZ, Application for Health Benefits, which
may be obtained from any VA health care facility or
regional benefits office, online at

(8387). Once enrolled, veterans can receive health care at
VA health care facilities anywhere in the country.

Veterans enrolled in the VA health care system are
afforded privacy rights under federal law. VA’s Notice of
Privacy Practices, which describes how VA may use and
disclose veterans' medical information, is also available on

The following four categories of veterans are not required
to enroll, but are urged to do so to permit better planning
of health resources:

1. Veterans with a service-connected disability of 50
percent or

more.

2. Veterans seeking care for adisability the military
determined was incurred or aggravated in the line of duty,
but which VA has not yet rated, within 12 months of
discharge.

3. Veterans seeking care for a service-connected disability
only.

4. Veterans seeking registry examinations (lonizing
Radiation, Agent Orange, €etc).

In Flander'sField
by John McCrae

In Flanders Fields the poppies blow,
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky,
The larks, still bravely singing, fly,
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the dead.

Short days ago,

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved and now we lie,
In Flanders Fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe
To you, from failing hands, we throw,
The torch, be yoursto hold it high.
If ye break faith with us, who die,
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow,

In Flanders Fields.

Golf Tournament

The 25" Annual National Retired
Military Golf Classic takes place in
Myrtle Beach, S.C., May 27 to 31.
The classic is played on five
different golf courses at the Myrtle
Beach National Golf Complex.
For applications, call (866) 469-
7853; write to Oceana Resorts,
National Retired Military Golf
Classic, P.O. Box 3608, Myrtle
Beach, SC 29578; or visit



http://www.va.gov/1010ez.htm
http://www.va.gov/vhapublications/View-
Publication.asp?pub_ID=1089
http://www.oceanaresorts.com

Homeless Veterans

The number of veterans homeless on a typiagit has declined 21
percent in the past year, thanks to the services offered by the
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) and fartners in community
and faitRbased organizations, plus changing demographics and
improvements in survey techniques.

Thereduction of homeless veterans from more than 195,000 to abo
154,000 was announced as Secretary of Veterans Affairs Dr. Jameg
Peake was elected to chair the U.S. Interagency Council on
homelessness.

Peake's election to head the council coordinatiegederal response
to homelessness came as VA released the fourteenth annual
Community Homeless Assessment, Local Education and Networkin
Group (CHALENG) report on homeless veterans.

"We are seeing significant progress in the fight against homelessne
said Peake. "This success should encourage all those concerned al
homeless veterans, for it shows we can make a difference in the livg
of these veterans through our services and with our community
partners."

The decline in veterans' homelessnessat@buted, in part, to VA's
success in providing more services for homeless veterans and
improved coordination of federal, state and local efforts.

VA provides health care to about 100,000 homeless veterans, and
compensation and pensions to nearly 40 &0nually. The
Department offers homeless veterans employment assistance and |
obtaining foreclosed homes and excess federal property, including
clothes, footwear, blankets and other items.

The Department has already approved funding for morelth@00
beds in transitional housing programs, and provides about 5,000
veterans each year with residential services in VA hosipéséd
programs.

Other factors in the decline of homeless veterans include the
substantial reduction in the number of poaievens-- from 3 million
in 1990 to 1.8 million in 2006- and improvements in counting
homeless people.

The U.S. Interagency Council on Homelessness is the coordinating
entity within the federal government composed of 20 cabinet
secretaries and agencyaldls that creates partnerships at every level ¢
government and the private sector to end homelessness.

The Trouble Tree

| hired a plumbeto help me restore
an old farmhouse, and after he had
just finished a rough first day on th
job, a flat tire made him lose an
hour of work, his electric drill quit,
and his ancient one ton truck
refused to start.

While | drove him home, he sat in
stonysilence. On arriving, he
invited me in to meet his family. As

we walked toward the front door, he

paused briefly at a small tree,
touching the tips of the branches
with both hands.

When opening the door he
underwent an amazing
transformation. His face \ga
wreathed in smiles and he hugged
his two small children and gave hig
wife a kiss.

Afterward he walked me to the car,
We passed the tree and my curiosi
got the better of me. | asked him
about what | had seen him do
earlier.

'Oh, that's my troubleée,' he
replied. ' | know | can't help having
troubles on the job, but one thing's
for sure, those troubles don't belon
in the house with my wife and the
children. So | just hang them up on|
the tree every night when | come
home and ask God to take care of
them. Then in the morning | pick
them up again. Funny thing is," he
smiled, 'when | come out in the
morning to pick 'em up, there aren'
nearly as many as | remember
hanging up the night before.'

Life may not be the party we hopeq
for, but while we ar&ere we might
as well dance. We all need a tree!
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Special Extra Earnings for Military Service

Since 1957, if you had military service earnings for active duty
(including active dutyor training), you paid Social Security taxes o
those earnings. Since 1988, inactive duty service in the Armed Fqg
reserves (such as weekend drills) has also been covered by Soci
Security. Under certain circumstances, special extra earnings for
military service from 1957 through 2001 can be credited to your
record for Social Security purposes. These extra earnings credits

help you qualify for Social Security or increase the amount of youf

Social Security benefitSpecial extra earnings citdare granted for
periods of active duty or active duty for training. Special extra
earnings credits amot granted for inactive duty training.

If your active military service occurred

From 1957 through 1967 we will add the extra credits to your
record when you apply for Social Security benefits.

From 1968 through 2001 you do not need to do anything to receiv
these extra credits. The credits were automatically added to your
record.

After 2001, there are no special extra earnings credits foranjlit
service.

How You Get Credit For Special Extra Earnings

The information that follows appliemly to active duty military
service earnings from 1957 through 2001. Here's how the special
extra earnings are credited on your record:

Service in 1957Through 1977
You are credited with $300 in additional earnings for each calend
guarter in which you received active duty basic pay.

Service in 1978 through 2001

For every $300 in active duty basic pay, you are credited with an

additional $100 in earngs up to a maximum of $1,200 a year. If yg
enlisted after September 7, 1980, and didn't complete at least 24

months of active duty or your full tour, you may not be able to rec
the additional earnings. Check with Social Security for details.

In Janwary 2002, Public Law 167117, the Defense Appropriations
Act, stopped the special extra earnings that have been credited td
military service personnel. Military service in calendar year 2002 3
future years no longer qualifies for these special extraiagm
credits.

(Article submitted by Chuck Story, American Legion Post 274
Adjutant, Lynchburg)
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