
May – June 2009 Edition 

 
Dedicated to the Heroes of America – Our Veterans 

                                   

Managing Editor – John Stewart 
Email: cornhusker69@yahoo.com                 Website:  www.veteranspage.com 

VFW Post 9877 
C/O John Stewart 

1716 East 42nd Street Place 
Kearney, NE  68847 

Death over Nagasaki August 8th, 1945 

In This 
Special Issue 

For  
Memorial Day  

We Honor 
And 

Remember 
The Heroes 

Of 
World War II 

Army Technician Fourth Grade 
James E. Staples, an Amherst native 
and World War II soldier with a 
family history of serving America 
with great honor.  Read all about 
them this issue as we remember 
heroes and their unbelievable 
sacrifices during the Great War.

 

"Casualties many; Percentage of dead not 
known; Combat efficiency; we are winning."  
- Colonel David M. Shoup (Tarawa, 
November 21, 1943)  

http://www.veteranspage.com
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VA Loan Guaranty Eligibility Center (888) 244-6711 
VA Website www.va.gov 
Virginia Dept of Veterans Affairs Website 
http://www.dvs.virginia.gov/ 
VA Burial Benefits (800) 827-1000 
DEERS (800) 538-9552 
Delta Dental (888) 838-8737 
Virginia Veterans Care Center Admissions Director, 
Patti Smith at (540) 982-2860 ext. 4052 or by email at 
Patti.Smith@dvs.virginia.gov  

VA Telephone Numbers  

Benefits 1-800-827-1000 
Education & Training 1-888-442-4551 
Life Insurance 1-800-669-8477 
Special Issues 1-800-749-8387 
Health Care 1-877-222-8387 
Headstones/Markers 1-800-697-6947 
VA Inspector General 1-800-488-8244 
Suicide Prev. Hotline 1-800-273-8255 
TDD

 

1-800-829-4833

 

Looking for the latest in VFW news?  Go to the 
website at the address below.  You’ll find links to 
VFW National and VFW Virginia.  

www.veteranspage.com                                

Salem VA Hospital  

1970 Roanoke Boulevard 
Salem, VA 24153 
Phone: (540) 982-2463 or (888) 982-2463 
Fax: (540) 983-1096 

 
Important Telephone Numbers

 

Try to fill in the missing numbers.  

Use the numbers 1 through 16 to 
complete the equations.  

Each number is only used once. 
Each row is a math equation. Each 
column is a math equation. 
Remember that multiplication and 
division are performed before addition 
and subtraction. 

Visit your webpage at 
www.veteranspage.com 

Navy Cuts Re-up Bonuses  

Thousands of Sailors will lose millions of re-
enlistment dollars as the Navy makes drastic 
changes to its Selective Re-enlistment Bonus 
program next month. The Navy announced the 
revamped bonus levels in a fleetwide message last 
week, listing changes to hundreds of job specialties 
across three enlistment zones that range from the 
first-term Sailor to those with up to 14 years of 
service. The change affects more than 33,000 
Sailors.   

(Source: www.military.com) 

 
Another Story of an Amherst World War II Hero  

Our featured WWII veteran, James Staples, was born in Amherst 
County, Virginia on November 7th, 1922 and lived there until 1935 
when he moved to Charlottesville.  He worked for the Naval Proving 
Grounds in Dahlgren Virginia in 1942 where he fired 30 caliber 
machine guns and light and heavy artillery up to 18 inch sea coast rifles 
for test purposes.    

He entered the Army in February 1943 and was sent to Camp Lee for 
Basic Training.  Upon graduation he was shipped to Camp Hulen, Texas 
for training as a Radio Repairman.  Completing it, he was shipped to 
Long Island, N.Y., in preparation for overseas duty.  

James landed in England on 12 December 1944 and subsequently 
landed in France 2 weeks after the invasion and was attached to 
Engineering to provide cover for the unit.  He served with Battery B, 
838th Antiaircraft Battalion.  His decorations include the American 
Theater Ribbon, European African Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon, 
World War II Victory Ribbon, and Good Conduct Ribbon.  He served in 
Europe until 26 March 1946 and was discharged 3 days later at Fort 
George Meade, Maryland.  

James is currently a resident of Amherst.  He was married to his first 
wife for 51 years and now has been married to his second loving wife 
for 8 years.  He is a member of Amherst’s VFW Post 9877. 

 

Trouble...  

A Navy man walks into a bar, gives 
the bartender a conspiratorial wink 
and says, "Quick, pour me a drink, 
before the trouble starts."   

The bartender pours a drink and 
watches as the Sailor downs it in 
one gulp.   

The Sailor slams the glass down on 
the bar and says, "Quick, give me 
another one before the trouble 
starts."  

The bartender pours another glass 
and the Sailor drinks it as quickly as 
he had the first.  The Sailor pauses, 
lets out a belch and demands a third 
drink ‘before the trouble starts.’  

After several rounds of this, the 
bartender says, "Look Sailor, you've 
been talking about trouble for ten 
minutes.  Just when is this 'trouble' 
going to start?"  

The sailor looks at the bartender and 
grins. "The trouble starts just as 
soon as you figure out that I don't 
have any money."

 

War is a game that is played with a smile. If you can't smile, 
grin. If you can't grin, keep out of the way till you can. 
~ ~ ~ Winston Churchill 

http://www.va.gov
http://www.dvs.virginia.gov/
http://www.veteranspage.com
http://www.veteranspage.com
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(Used with permission from Stars and Stripes  © 2009 Stars and Stripes.  
Please do not reprint).

 

Creased khakis.  Tight haircut.  Perfect 
alignment of patch and rank.  Tie tucked 
inside and absolutely perfect.  Professional 
stare into space.  No visible nose hair.  
Buttons in accordance with button 
monitoring junior officers.  No earring.  
Semi-handsome facial expression.    

Yep, it’s Amherst’s World War hero, 
James Staples! 

    
Remember our prisoners and 
missing in action this Memorial Day                                

HILL HARDWARE 
C    O    R    P    O    R    A    T    I    O    N   

P.O. Box 20  
183 South Main Street 

Amherst, VA 24521 
434-946-7711 

Thrift Shop Closeouts 
Located in the Old Monroe Skateland 

National Archives lets Internet users have easy access to 
WWII documents  
By Robin Hoecker, Stars and Stripes Mideast edition 

One month before the bombing of Pearl Harbor, a seaman aboard 
the USS Ari zona, Jay Wesley Young, wrote a letter to his sister 
thanking her for the birthday cake. 

"I really made a pig of myself," he wrote. Thirty days later, both 
the cake and Young were gone. 

The letter is one of 47 million documents now available online 
through  a partnership of the National Archives and Footnote.com. 
The site, www.footnote.com/wwii, contains 200 terabytes of 
photographs, enlistment records, and interactive maps relating to 
World War II. Highlights include a searchable image of the USS 
Arizona Me morial in Hawaii, 80,000 photographs and nine million 
"Hero pages" that can be updated by users themselves. 

"We’re bringing World War 2 to the Google generation," said James 
Hastings, Director of Access Programs at the National Archives. 
About 50 people ha ve worked on the project since it began in 
2006, sorting and digitizing millions of records to make them easily 
available to a generation of Americans unfamiliar with the Dewey 
decimal system. 

The site is truly interactive, allowing users not only to click  and 
control what they see, but also to contribute content. Like other 
user -generated content sites such as Wikipedia, Footnote.com 
users can create new entries, add to existing text and upload 
images. So far, there is no way to upload video or audio. "We’ re 
working on that," said Justin Schroepfer, Marketing Director at 
Footnote.com. 

There is little oversight, leaving the users to edit themselves. 

"We’re not the gatekeeper, we ask the community to police that," 
said Schroepfer. Currently, about one million  people visit 
Footnote.com each month. 

"It’s a great example of public and private sectors coming together 
to preserve these stories," said Russell Wilding, CEO of 
Footnote.com. 

The entire site is free for the rest of the month, but then some 
document acce ss will require a subscription of $12 per month or 
$70 per year. 

All of the photographs, Heroes pages and the interactive USS 
Arizona Memorial will remain free of charge to maintain the public 
service mission of the National Archives.

 


